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The Interview

• What does it mean to get an interview?
• What role does the interview play in the admissions decision?
• The Interviewer
• Typical Interviews
• Preparing for the Interview
• Things to Avoid
• Final Thoughts



What Does It Mean to Get an Interview?

• Your profile resembles that of admitted and enrolled students
• Your medically-related activities are outstanding
• The Admissions Committee wishes to know more about you
• An interview can help the Admissions Committee assess 

whether you are a good fit for our medical school
• It can help you decide if the school is right for you 



What Role Does the Interview Play in 
the Admissions Decision?

• It allows the committee members to meet the person behind the 
application

• It can confirm what you have written and what others have written 
about you

• It can help clarify your application
• It gives you the opportunity to ask questions about the institution



The Interviewer

• Members of the Admissions Committee
• Senior Medical Students
• Medical School Faculty or Staff
• Community Physicians 



What to Expect from Your Interview

• Depending on the interviewer, they may try to put you at ease 
• Their questions may be based on your application
• The interviewer will try to assess your understanding of medicine
• You may be asked your thoughts on a variety of other issues



Preparing for the Interview

• Review your AMCAS application, particularly your personal 
statement and your activities

• Review your supplemental application
• Be prepared to discuss anything you wrote in your application 
• Familiarize yourself with the institution
• Dress for success!



Things to Avoid
• Avoid disparaging comments about other medical schools, 

students, faculty or doctors 
• Avoid the use of inappropriate language or humor
• Avoid indiscretion
• Avoid wearing inappropriate or uncomfortable clothing and 

shoes



Final Thoughts

• Be prepared
• Make sure you understand the questions you are asked
• Dress professionally
• Relax as much as possible
• A thank you note is always a nice touch


